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Vis MARY BLANDY.' 


2 SY q 
PARTICULARLY. | 7 
From the Time of her Commitment to Oxford: Ca/tle,to her 
Execution at 1 Monday, April 6, 17 $2, for poiſoning her Father. 
WIT H * 


Her own AccounT of the AFFarir between her and Mr. Cranſtoun, "JENS their ; 
firſt Acquaintance, in 1746: In a Narrative of the Crime for which ſhe ſuffered, 
A | 
. of Original Letters to her, and her Anſwers thereto: And a . of her Deckrationd 
(in which is contained 2 ſolemn Confeflion of her Faith) which ſhe fi en n'd immediately after 


receiving the Sacrament, and defired to be made publick after her Neath. Likewiſe ih 
| Declaration which ſhe made at the Place of Execution. | 2 
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The Only Genuine and Impartial Account of 
the LIFE of Miſs Mary Blandy, particularly from the 
Time of her Commitment to Oæford-Caſtle, to her. 
Execution on the Caſtle- Green, Oxford, on Monday the 
6th oF Aprih, 17 T2, tor poiſoning her F ather. . 


6 T the Lent Aſſizes at Gab which be: 

A gan on Saturday, February the 29th, 
1752. held before the Hon. Mr. Baron 
Er- and the Hon. Mr. Baron Smythe, 


Mary B'ardy, Spinſter, was on Tue/day the 3d of 


March following tried before the ſaid Barons at the 
laid Afizes, on an Indictpent for poiſoning her 
Father, Mr. Francis Blandy; Gent. Town: Clerk of 
Beale upon Thames, in that m_ and found 


bol . ; 
| Mary Blanty, thirty-three You of Ape, the only 


Reer of Francis Blasdy, Gent. Attorney at 
of Henley upon Thames, in the Courty of Ox- 
ford, who rr; ve Mary, Daughter of the late Mr. 
Serjeant Stewers ; in which Marriage Mr. Blanay 
became poſſeſſed of a young+Lady endowed wh 
the Accompliſhments neceſſary 'to foxm an amiable 
Character. She was an Emblent of Chaſtity and 


Virtue, chearful, humane, courteous, and benevo- 


lent ; her Temper was ſweet and Manners eaſy ; 
_ graceful in Derion, 1 in Mind elevated. Thus hap- 
pily bleſſed in a ſocial Companion, Mr. Blanay, 
with an eaſy and plentiful Fortune, embarked in 
the World, and met with great Succeſs. 

Having only this Daughter, they were exceſſively 
fond of her, and could icarce bear her out of their 
Sight; for which Reaſon Mrs. Blandy undertook her 
Education at home, whoſe Diligence in this Reſpect 
could ſcarce be equalled, could not be ſurpaſſed ; 
ſhe not only took Care to give her Erudition, being 
berſelf a great Proficient, but alſo inſtructed her in 

tne Principles of Religion and Piety, according to 
the Rites and Ceremonies ot the. Church of England. 
Thus educated, Mils Blandy {oon diſcovered an 
early Genius; ſhe was f prightly, affable and polite, 
. and though not beautiful, yer her Perſon was agree- 
able, and her Converſation remarkably engaging : 
She was dutiful to her Parents, ber Parents were fond 
and indulging, ſo that a reciprocal Love endeared 
them to each other. To her Superiors ſhe behav'd 


with a becoming Reverence ; was open and unre- 
1erved to her Equals, and to her Inferiors courteous: 
„ne diligently _— her leiſure Hours i in Read- 


/ 


ing, and was towed with a carat Memory, | | 


Her Elocution was remarkably fine, and her Ac- 
tion juſt. In a Word, ſhe was well read, had ſuch a 
Capacity as few Women are bleſſed with, and could 
deliver her Sentiments with a becoming Grace. 

Her Father's Practice fiouziſhing for many 2 
and he having but a ſmall Family, was now eſte 
ed very rich, and this poſlibly right greatly iner 
that Vanity which at length ſo tar overcame him. 
Good Policy indeed might have induced a Man in 


his Situation to cheriſh the favourable Opinion the” | 
World entertained of his Circumſtances, as it might . 
aſſiſt him in the Improvement of his Practice 3 But 


it has been aſſerted, that Mr. Blandy's View herein 
was to enable him to commit, what Mr. Bathurft 


called on his _— before the Trial, à prous 
Fraud, and marry his 


aughter into Opulence with 
ſome of the neighbouring Gentlemen. 


I ſhall not undertake to ſay what was Mr. 


Blandy's Inducement at that Time, it is hard to 
judge of Mens Motives from outward Appearances ; 


but let that be as it will, the young Lady being 


cry'd up as a Fortune, was naturally much admired : 


This, without any other Merit, had been ſufficient . 
to have made her the celebrated Wit and the Toaſt 


of the Place. The young Gentlemen of the Army 
(with which Henley frequently abounds) were re. 
markably aſſiduous in paying their ReſpeQz; and 
from too good Authority it appears, that ſhe ſhew'd 


an early Propenſity to Coquetry and Intrigue 3; by 


which her Character was ſoon, ſully d, either chro' 


Envy or real MiſconduQ, and various Reports to 
her Prejudice gained Credit. 


It is not my Deſign 

to blacken or aſperſe her, for which Reaſon 1, ſhall 
be cautious of advancing Facts unleſs. they are well 
atteſted, But I muſt obſerve, that her Evening 


Walks, private Appointments, and Familiarity with _ 


the military Gentlemen, as well as the Smart: of the 
Place, were of great Prejudice to ber Charater 
therefore I am not at Liberty to think ber Condy 
blameleſs; and the more ſo, as ſhe was e 

with ſo extraordinary a Share of Underſlapding. 


It is natural to ſuppoſe ſhe had a ſtrong Inclina- | 
B tion 


2 


tion to marry as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Years of Ma- 


f 
| 
4 


E + turity, and that ſhe was unhappy in her own Mind 
4 gt the Diſappointment of this Kind; an early In- 
| ſtance of ber Ingratitude to ber Father for all his 


Tenderneſs and Affection to her, appears in an Aſ- 
1 ſertion of her own, which is, That the old Gentle- 
; man did not uſe her wil', and that When likely Offers 
| | were made, be found Means to evade giving his Con- 
| Sent for her Marriage, becauſe he did net chuſe to 
give her a Fortune. | | 
From hence it appears, that ſhe imbib'd a Con- 
| tempt for him, notwithſtanding the mutual Love 
| and Affection which had ſubſiſted between them: 
She now deſcended into low Abuſe, and was often 
ö * heard to brand this fond indulging Parent with the 
| | Epithet of ey 0/4 Rogue, and whom ſhe wiſhed out 
= the World for the Sake of her own Happineſs. 
Indeed I cannot undertake to vindicate Mr. 
Blanty's Conduct in general, though I think I may 


ings; he had his. He was ſo extremely vain and 

. "fond of Applauſe, that whoever flattered him were 
x ſure to win his AﬀeCtions; even the meaneſt Plai- 
ſterer in Panegyrick never failed to ſucceed, His 

"Weakneſs was well known; he was prone to it 
from his Youth, and he retained it in Age : He was 

fo fond of Flattery, that if others omitted it he ne- 

ver failed to pay the grateful Tribute to himſelf. 
His Converſation in aff Companies turned upon his 

own Significance, and his Friendſhip and Familiarity 

with Men of Dignity : He affected Hurry and Im- 
portance, I am greatly engaged with my Lord 
— or Sir Thomas or ſome Perſon 

of extraordinary Eminence, ſometimes a Duke or a 
Prince; fo that from his Converſation a Stranger 

| would have been induced to believe he had little or 
„ no Society with Men in the common Claſs of Life. 

| Vet he was, notwithſtanding, eſteemed a Man of 
Senſe and a ſound Practitioner in the Law. 

He took great Pride in making himſelf conſpicuous 
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as a Man o public Spirit; but at the ſame time was 


very defirous that his Generoſity and Afliduity for 
the Public Weal might not be overlooked, for he 
never failed to make bonourable Mention of his 
oben Merits on theſe Occaſions. | 
_  _ Having obſerved that his Daughter took upon 
her to charge him with ill Uſage, and the having 
protracted her Marriage greatly to her Prejudice, 
leaſt his real Circumſtances ſhould be diſcovered, I 
think in Juſtice I ought to acquit the old Gentleman 
of this Aſperſion. It happened at a certain Time 
that Miſs B/andy went down to Bath with her Mo- 
ther for the Benefit of the Waters, when a young 
Gentleman, an Apothecary there, whoſe Name we 
beg Leave to conceal, took a Liking to the young 
Lady, and thereupon made it his Bukinel to enquire 
of her Father what Fortune he would give his 


( 4 } 


in this Particular, Few Men are without their Fail- 


Ear. 


Daughter? To this Mr. Blandy reply d, That 


at preſent he could not propoſe doing a great 
« deal ; that at his and her Mother's Death, the 
* would be a pretty Fortune; but at that Time it 
did not ſujt his Convenience to give her more 
„ than a Thouſand Pounds.” | 


The i:npartial Reader cannot think that in this 
Inſtance Mr. Blandy endeavoured to evade giving a 


ſatisfactory Anſwer, or infinuated himſelf to be a 
Man of more conſiderable Fortune than he really 
was. He would indeed appear genteel in Preis 


and keep a plentiful Table; but it is well known, 


that whenever he obſerved any thing carried to Ex- 
ceſs, he never failed declaring he could not afford it. 
« I am not the Man (ſays he) the World imagines ; 


% ſuch Extravagances will be my Ruin, and L ſhall 
« be ſent to Oxford Cafile for Debt. Theſe, 
and the like Expreſſions, were frequently ſaid by 
him in his Family; though perhaps they might be 


uttered in a Paſſion, and therefore ſuppoſed to be 


the Effects only of his being out of Temper. 


Other Offers indeed were made, which Mr, 
Blanay would not give Ear to; particularly by ſome 
of his on Clerks, one of whom was a Man of 
very good Character, and poſſeſſed of a pretty For- 


tune, but it was ſuppoſed that the old Gentleman 


did not think his Dignity ſufficient. . | 

As to the Gentlemen of the Army, with them 
ſhe had an extenſive Acquaintance, and was ſup- 
poſed to be on the Brink of Marriage with one 
Capt. D „in whoſe Company ſhe appeared 
frequently in the Fields and Meadows about Henley, 
and ſeemed ſo fond of him, that notwithſtanding all 
her Pretenſions to Innocence and Virtue, it was be- 
lieved, ſhe was not capable of denying him any 
Favour ; and many of her Walks with this Gentle- 


man aud Cranſtoun, gave her ſuch exquiſite Delight, 


that in their Company the Meadows and Woods 
were ſo pleaſant, that ſhe frequently, according to 
her own Words, thought herſelf in Paradiſe, 

Aſter having ſaid thus much in Relation to the 
old Gentleman, I ſhall beg Leave to return to Miſs, 
whoſe ready Caſh did not anſwer the ExpeQtations 
of our Bath Apothecary ; and to overlook more 
trivial Circumſtances, no Ways intereſting to the 
grand Event, I ſhall immediately come to the 
Friendſhip contracted between chis young Lady, 
and the Hon. Mr. Cranſtoun, who had heard of this 
ſuppoſed Fortune, whilſt he was in Henley with a 
recruiting Party, and with whom ſhe became ac- 
quainted in the Year 1746, at a Viſit paid to Lord 


Mark Kerr, who was then ſettled in the Neighbour- ' 


hood, and Uncle to Mr. Cranfloun. Mr. Cranftoun 
was advanced in Years at the ſame Time, but being 


poſſeſſed of a great Share of Flattery and Complai- 


ſance, 1 no Wonder he ſhould gain Mr. Blandy's 
dd to this his Title and Alliance to an ho- 
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uk may naturally ſuppoſe he wan her by his 
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nourable Family; Circumfiances of great Weight 


with a Man of Mr. B/anay's Turn of Mind. 
From this Time Mr. Cranfloun, who bore a 


4 Commiſſion in the Army, paid frequent V ifits to 
Z Miſs at her Father's Houſe at Henley, and at length 


had ſo far infinuated himſelf into the old Gentleman's 


” Lodgings in the Houſe, and Fnjoyed the young 
Lady's Company without Co of. He was ever 
Wich her in publick and private, at Home and abroad, 
ſio that no Opportunities were wanting to gain her 
Affections: Indeed it muſt be confeſſed, that a Man 
of about forty ſix, diminutive in Stature, disfigured 
by the Small P 


.v Favour, that he became one . his Family, had 


, fo as to have his Face all in 
Seams, blear- eyed, and of a very mean Aſpect, one 


Would not imagine an inchanting Figure to place 


before a young Lady ; yet with all theſe Diſad- 
vantage:, Mr. Cranſtoun could ſucceed ; therefore 


Eloquence. - | | 

At length the Affair reached the Ear of Lord 
Mark Kerr, his Uncle, who was no ſooner ac- 
quainted therewith, than he immediately informed 


Mir. Bandy, that it was neceſſary to take Care of 


his Daughter, and preſerve her from Ruin ; that 
Mr. Cranftoun was already married, and had a Wife 
and Children in Scot/and, then living. 

Upon this, Mr. B/andy apprized his Daughter of 


the Information he had received, and alſo ac- 


quainted the Captain therewith, who only puts on 
a good Aſſurance, -and declares the whole to be no 


other than a Scene of Gallantry ; that he had indeed 


entered into an idle Contract with a Perfon in Scot- 
land, but that he was never legally married, and 
was able to ſet it aſide without the leaſt Difficulty, 
and would ſoon by an Appeal. | 
- Phe Appeal being from Time to Time negleR- 
ed, Mr. Blandy grew weary of Evaſions, and 
ſhewed bis Diſlike ; upon which, much Time hav/ 
ing elapſed, the Captain promiſed it ſhould be no 
longer delayed, after the Meeting of the enſuing 
Seſliobs. "4a | . 
It was now high Time to concert Schemes for 
the bringing about his wicked Purpoſes ; he was 
weary of the Expence of his Wife and Family, and 
in Hopes of being poſſeſſed of a conſiderable For- 
tune; upon Which he writes to bis Wiſe to inform 
her, that a Man who was known to be incumbered 


by a Wife and Family, had but a poor Chance of 


ever advancing himſelf in the Army ; but that if he 
could paſs for a fingle Man, he made no Doubt of 
getting Preſerment, and a Sufficiency for their 
Maintenance; when he would come and live with 
her in Plenty ; that as to the Fraud, whenever it 
was diſcovered, he did not value that, for if he once 
gained his Point, that was all he wanted. She was 
2 averſe to a Compliance with this unreaſonable 

equeſt, and abſolut-ly refaſed coming into his 
Meaſures, but, at length, thro' his Perſuaſions, ſhe 


agreed to it, and copied à Letter, which he had 

ſent to her, and returned it by the Poſt, in her own 
Hand-Writing, and ſigned with her Maiden Name; 
abſolutely denying, that ſhe was ever married to 
Mr. Cranſtoun. As ſoon as the Captain had gained 
this Point, he ſent Copies of his Wife's Letter borh 
to her Relations, and his own, in Scotland; by 
which baſe Uſage the unhappy Woman, who bad 
before been ſupported by, both their' Relations in 
his Abſence, was immediately deſerted, and left 


in a ſtarving Condition. After this, he commenced 


his Action to prove the Illegality of his Marriage, 
in Order to deceive Mr. Blandy, and produced her 
own Letter in Court, as Evidence, when the Cauſe 


appeared greatly in the Captain's Favour; but on 


his Wife's making her Defence, ſhe produced the 
Letter, in his own Writing, which ſhe had onl7 
copied at his Requeſt, for the Reaſons already al- 

ſigned ; and declared, that nothing but a publick 
Inſult upon her Virtue, ander her own Hand, 
could have induced her to detect his Villainy. As 
foon as ſhe had produced this Letter, which was 
verified to be his own Hand-Writing, the Court 
gave a Verdict againſt the Captain, and confirmed 
their Marriage ; upon which their Relations again 
locked upon her, as an Object worthy theit Com n- 


paſſion. 


After this Miſcarriage, and the Captain's Aﬀirs 
being become deſperate, he took his Leave of Mr.” 
Bland/, in order, as he pretended, to ſetile his Af- 
fairs in Scotland, for bringing on the Appeal, from 
whence he ſent the Arſnic along with a Preſent of 
Scotch Pebbles, and wrote upon it, The Powder I's 
elian the Petbles. This Powder Miſs had agrt 
to give her Father, but firding it would nof "mix 
well in his Tea, ſhe wrote to the Captain, 5% foe 
cid mt venture ts give it for Fear of a Diftowery, 
aſter: which he inkracted her to mix it in Wäter- 
Gruel, or ſome thick Liquor, and with this ſhe 
complied ; a large Quantity of Grael Was ordered 
to be made for her Father, to be in Readineſs when 
he wanted any, which was accordingly done, and 
ſhe took an Opportudity to put a prodigious Quan- 
tity of the Powders therein; of this Gruel her Fa- 
ther eat, aud was immediately ſeized with a violent 
purging and vomitipg, and complained of exquiſite 
Pain in his Stomach and Bowels. Next 1 
being eaſier by his Diſcharge, and ſomething Which 
his Apothecary had given him, fie was aftaid he 


might not have hed a ſufficient Doſe, and accord- 
ingly in the Afternoon, when her Father defired a 


litde Gruel, ſhe carried him a ſecond Portign of 
the ſame, as it appeared on her Tryal, tho" ſhe de- 
nies it in her Narrative, which he drank, and was, - 
immediately ſeized as before, only in a more vio: 
lent Degree.— os. ater 5 
The Day following, being N echeſday, the 7th of 
Auguſt, Mr. Blandy took Phyſick, when Mils told 
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Suſan Cumel, her Father would want Gruel; and 
the Girl replied, ſhe would leave her Ironing, and 
make ſome; in Anſwer to which Miſs taid, ere 


. $145; y Occaſion for that, the Gruel in the Pan <ou'd 


ſerd:. But the Girl remembering that it had an 
odd Taſte, imagin'd it might be ſtale, and was go- 
ivg to taſte it again, when in lifting the Pan up to 
her Mouth, ſhe obſerv'd at the Bottom a Sediment, 
Which ſhe thought whiter than Oatmeal, and tak ing 


a little of it between her Finger and Thumb, found 


it gritty ; upon which ſhe immediately remember'd 
her having heard that Poiſon was white and gritty, 
and conſidering how her Maſter had been ſeiz'd. 
ſhe imagin'd that the Gruel might be the Cauſe, and 
ſhew's it. to Betty Binfield, her Fellow Servant; 
made ſome freſh Gruel for ber. Maſter, and a{k'd the 
Apothecary his Opinion of the Settling in the other. 
It was now firſt ſuſpected, that the old Gentleman 


was poiſon'd, and from Circumſtances, it was plain, 


that it muſt have been adminiſter'd by his Daugh- 
ter; for dn recollected ber having ſeen Miſs in 
the Pantry irring the Gruel, the Day it was made, 


and on ber coming into the Kitchen, ſhe ſaid, 
Suſan, I have been eating the Oatmeal out of my Fa- 


ther's Gruel , I have talen a great Liling to it; and 1 
belies if £ wg for any Thing, it «will be Oatmeal 
out of the Grit]. 


muſt obſerve, that a poor old Woman, 


; and the Maid Servant, had before this been both 


diſordered by drinking Tea and Gruel, in which 


the Powder had either been put, or they had made 


Uſe of Baſons, which had a Sediment of the 
Powder left in them, intended for Mr. Blandy : — 
That when Miſs heard of the old Woman's Illneſs, 
ſhe was in great Sorrow for her, and order'd her to 
drink large Quantities of ſmall Liquors ; that when 
Lgan Gunrel was taken ill, ſhe told Betty ſhe was 


- afraid ſan had been eating the Gruel, and if ſo, 


it would do for her. Cruel, ſays ſhe, is not good 
for San nor myſelf, and ſhe muſt not taſte. Thus 
it is plain ſhe knew it would injure any one, fave 
her Father ; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed that ſhe was 
afraid the Girls, by taking it, ſhould fall in Love 
with Cranſioun, and he ſhould have too many Ad- 
mirers. | 

On Thur /doy the Apothecary examined the Sedi- 
ment at the Bottom of the Gruel, and declar'd him- 
ſelf of Opinion, that it was of the Arſnick Kind ; 


on the Friday Mr. Blandy grew worſe ; and on the 


Saturday appear'd to be in imminent Danger. The 
Apothecary now de ſired a Phyſician might be call'd 
in, and accordingly by Miſs's Defire, Dr. Adding - 
ton of Reading, was ſent for. | 

On the Friday, Suſan Gunnel! acquainted Mr. 


Steven, Brother in Law to Mr. B/anay, with what 


ſhe ſulpeCted, and begg'd he would inform her 
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Maſter ; but he was ſo affected with her Story, that 
he declar'd he could not do it. | | 
The poor Girl continued ſo uneaſy in her Mind, 
that on Saturday Morning ſhe came to a Reſolution 
to inform Mr. Blanc herſelf ; which ſhe according- 
ly did, and begg'd he would ſee his Daughter as 
little at poſſible. Upon this he gave Orders to for- 
bid her from coming in-o his Chamber, and then 
ſaid, Oh, that damn'd Villain Craoſtoun ! that Jas 
cat of the beſt, and dran of tie beſt that-my Hiouſe 
afforded, to ſerve me thus, and ruin i poor Lowe, ih 
ir, 

Miſs finding herſelf ſuſpected, and diſcharg'd her 
Father's Preſence, thought it expedient to deſtroy 
her Correſpondence with the Captain, to prevent a 
farther Diſcovery; ſhe accordingly fetch'd-down his 


Letters, together with a Paper of the Powder {tl 
remaining, and having burnt them, declar'd herſelf 


mich eaſier, and went away. The two Girls who 
were at this Time in the Kitchen, afterwards ob- 
ſerving ſomething burn blue, rak'd it, out of the 


Fire, when the Parcel was not quite conſum'd, and 


upon it was wrote, Poceder to clean the Pell les: Which 


Inſcription and Powder they preſerv'd, and was 


produc'd in Court on the Trial. 


In the Afternoon Dr. Audingtom came, when Mr. 
Blanch inform'd the Doctor that he ſuſpected he had 


taken Poiſon, and that he believed it came to his 
Daughter with a Parcel of Steh Pebbles, for he 
was always worſe after the Preſents of thoſe damn'd 
Pebbles were receiv'd ; and he alſo remember'd to 


have heard Cranſtoun talk very learnedly upon 


Poiſons. Dr. .4dington then aſk'd him, who he 
imagin'd had given him the Poiſon ? at which he 
forc'd a Smile, though with Tears in his Eyes, and 
ſaid, a poor love Girl, but I forgive ber. ; 

The Doctor upon this, order'd Miſs to be con- 


fined in ber Room, and ſafely guarded, leaſt ſhe 


ſhould eſcape, or lay violent Hands on herſelf. And 
as there were no Hopes of Mr. Blandy's Recovery, 
an Opportunity was taken when he was a little eaſy 
to aſk him, if he had any Thoughts of making a 
Will; but as he was too ſenſible of the Manner in 
which he receiv'd his Death, he choſe to die in- 


teſtate, and leave the Diſpoſal of his Eſtate to the 5 


Law : The Reaſon he gave was this; which I ſhall 
relate in his own Words, Let me not judge her, [il 
keave that to her Mater. © 

On 4/ny Mils begg'd to ſee the old Gentleman, 
and was admitted; at which Time % Gun 


was preſent ; and on her entering the Room, ſhe. 
. fell upon her Knees, and ſaid, 0b / vir, ſargive me, 
ſend me chere you will, and I'll never fee; hear from, 
or <;rite te Cranſioun any more; ſo you: do but forfive 
me, | jball be happy. Mr. Planay, with all poflible 


Serenity and Tenderneſs, replyed, J do forgrue thee 


213. Child, 


C:;jld, but th „at have remembered I am your 
Father, -a at Villain Cragſtoun, if thou wp 
loved me, thon wouldſt curſe him, and the Ground 

avalks ien — Here Mils Blanch ſeem'd in great 
Diſtreſs, and anſwer'd, Oh, Sir, your Kindneſs to me 
{Lirik es Dargevs to my Heart. I muſt down on ini Knees 


and pray that you vill not curſe me. Mr. Blandy look d 


up, and with his Eyes fixed upon her, ſaid, I curſe 


4 | thee ! ro Child, I bl:ſs thee, and I pray that thou may ſt 
= live to repent and amend : — Leave me, leaſt thou 
* ſhouldft ſay ſomething to thy Prejudice; — go to thy Uncle 


Stevens, he ill take Care of thee ; — alas poor Man, 


; Im ſorry for kim, 


It is evident from hence, that the poor unhappy 
old Gentleman conſider'd his Daughter as his Mur- 


* derer; yet in the Warmth of his paternal Love he 


warns her from being her own Accuſer; and deeply 
commiſſerates the Sorrows of his ſurviving Friend, 
and forgetful of his own Agonies. 

' Miſs little ſuſpecting that the Gruel had been 
preſery'd, or the Powder reſcued from the Fire, de- 


3 clar'd her Innocence of being the Cauſe of her 


Father's Illneſs ; but San reply d, that ſhe was 


XZ afraid ſhe was not innocent; and ſome of the Pow- 


der was in ſuch Hands as would produce it againſt 
her. Fi 

The Servants now tecollected many little Cir- 
cumſtances that confirm'd their Suſpicion of Miſs 
Blandy's Quilt; that ſhe had told them of the Cap- 
tain's having ſeen an Apparition in Sret/and ; and 


that ſhe herſelf often heard Muſick in the Houſe ;. 


all which indicated the Loſs of her Father; —— 


that he would die before O#obey, &c. all which 


they apprehended was intended to prepare them 


for their Maſter's Death, and to prevent a Sur- 


ze. = | "- 
Sunday Mr. Blandy grew ſtill worſe, and there 


remain'd no Hopes of his Recovery; upon which 
in a diſguis'd Hand, ſhe wrote to Captain Can 
ſteun, and defired Mr. Littleton, her Father's Clerk, 


to direct the Letter, and put it in the Poſt- Office: 
He took it according to her Requeſt , but, inſtead 
of doing as ſhe had deſired, he open d the Letter, 
and communicated the Contents to his Maſter, who 
ſaid, .4þ! my poor leve-fick Girl ; but what will not 


a Woman do for a Man ſhe loves. This Letter Mr. 


Littleton read to his Matter, which was as follows: 


Dear Witt! 


Y Father is fo bad, that I have only Time to tell 
I you, that if you do wet hear from me ſoon again, 
4s not be frigbten d; I am better myſelf ; and 
22 Accident ſhould happen to your Letters, take 
what you «rite, My ſincere ments. 
I am ever Yours, 


On Monday and Tueſday Mr. Blaxdy grew ll 
worle ; and on I edneſday he was delirious, ſunk 


(7). 


gradually, and dy'd about Two o'Clock in the 
Afternoon. | 5 ; 

Miss Blanch, who was ftilt under Confinement, 
offer d very conſiderable Sums to her Servants to 
aſſiſt her in her Eſcape, who honourably refus'd. 


But after Mr. Blandy's Death, her Guard baving | 


left her, ſhe ſet out on Foot over the Bridge, to- 
wards [cndon ; when a Mob purſuing, ſhe was o- 


blig'd to take ſhelter in the Angel, on the other Side 
of the Bridge, from whence the was brought back, 


and in Conſequence of having at length confeis'd 
the putting of ſome Powder into her Father's Gruel, 


to make bim love Canſtoum, ſhe was committed to 


Oxford Caſtle, on the 16th of .4ugsjt. 


Miſs being now under cloſe Confinement, and 
the ſuppoſed Murderer of her Father, it might have 


been expected, that this Reproach, even without 


Guilt, would have been a heavy Burden upon her 


Spirits; nay, if it had been nothing more than the 
having loſt ſo indulgent a Fathe 
imagine ſhe would have been greatly oppreſſed 


with Sorrow :—— Bet quite the reverſe ; from tue 


very Day of her Commitment ſhe was alert and 
gay; and during her Impriſonment, would fre- 
quently divert herſelf in forming Plans, where and 
in what Manner ſhe ſheuld ſpend her Time and 
Fortune, after her Trial ; which ſhe prope doin 


in the South of France ; reſerving to herſelf a ne- - 


ceſſary Time (before her Embarkation) to proſe- 


cute all ſuch Perſons as had libelled her, or in any 
wiſe defamed her Character, which ſhe was deter- 


mined to do to the-utmoſt Rigour of the Law. 
Her Impriſonment was indeed rather like a Re 

tirement from the World, than the Confinement of 

a Criminal : It was what a Perſon, ſenſible of 


Shame, and labouring under a foul Diſgrace, would 


have choſe for an Aſylum. She had a Companion 


and Servant, or rather two Servants to attend her, 


the beſt Apartments in the Keeper's Houſe at her 
Command, and during a long Confinement was 
indulged to an unparallelled Degree; for no Perſon, 
without her previous Conſent, from her Commit- 


ment to her Death, was permitted to ſee her, tho! 
very extraordinary Sums were daily offered for 


that Purpoſe, 


Some Time after her Commitment, ſhe ordered 
Mr. N.avell, of Henley, (who ſucceeded her Father, 
as Town- Clerk) to adminiſter for her, which occa- 


ſioned his waiting upon her in Goal at different 


Times; when one Day in Converſation happening 


to mention Capt. Cranſtoun, ſays he, Sure, Miſs, 


it muſt be for ſome ſecret Charm, that you could be 
induced 1 bring yourſelf inte ſo much Trouble for 


a mean-locking little ugly Fellow, This ſhe con- 
| fidered as an Affront, and replied with an Air of 
Contempt, That other little ugly Fellows had brow 


adnired as 1well as the Captain. Thus ſhe took an 


Opportunity of reminding her Attorney of his on 


Stature, and for ih Freedom diſcarded him, 


it was natural to 
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and employed Mr, Rives, of Weodftack, on her 
/ +: | 
There are ſome Grounds to believe ſhe ſtill held a 
Correipondence with Cranfioun, from the following 
Circumfiance. Some Time after ſhe was in Goal, 
a ſpecial Meflenger come to Oxford to enquire after 
a Stay-Maker, who, he was informed, lived there, 
and'a Scotſman :—Having met with the Perſon he 
ſought after, his Buſineſs was to inform him, that 
in a little Time he would receive a Letter from a 
Countryman of his, encloſing another for Miſs 
Blandy; that upon the Receipt thereof he was de- 
fired to go to the Caſtle, and deliver it into her 
_ own Hands, The Requeſt was complied with, 
and the Letter accordingly came under a Frank, di- 


rected to him, not at his own Houſe, but at one 
Mr. Keneay's, at the Creſ5-Keys, the Place where 


the Meſſenger inn'd ; he accordingly took the en- 
cloſed Letter, and carried it to the Caſtle, but de- 
livered it without ſeeing her. 

For ſome Time, Miſs w 
no Danger was apprehended ; but a very odd Cir- 
cumſtance being diſcovered in London, ſpecial Or- 


ders were given to have ber ſecured, The Reaſon . 
Some Queries were 
laid before an eminent Council in Town for his 


is thus accounted for: | 


Opinion, which was deſired with great Expedition; 
but. the Meſſenger was informed, that his Buſineſs 
eould not poſfibly be done before next Morning ; 
"till which Time he agreed to wait: When, on 
looking them over, they appeared to relate to Miſs 


'. Blanay, and that an Eſcape was intended, provided, 


in that Caſe, ſhe could enjoy her Fortune. The 
Council immediately imparted the Affair to Perſons 


in Power, and when the Queries were called for,- 


the Meſſenger was informed by a Servant, that his 
Maſter had not Time to confider them. This 
occaſioning an Alarm, immediate Orders were 
given to have her fettered, and more properly ſe- 
Cured, which was accordingly done. | 
By this Means Miſs Blandy's Caſe became once 
more the general Topick ; many range Reports 
were now propagated, and the moſt ridiculous Stories 


- 2ained Belief: At one Time ſhe was juſt on the 


Brink of being married to one of the Keeper's Sons ; 
at another, ſhe was moſt certainly with Child by 
him ; at a third, ſhe had too much Money to be 
long under Confinement ; at a fourth, the principal 


Evidence was ſecreted, and the like, till at length 


ſhe was actually eſcaped. „ 
I ſhall only remark, that the Event has ſhewn 


| how groundleſs theſe idle Imaginations were; and 


at the ſame Time aſſure the Reader, that though ſo 


much Civility was ſhewn her in Goal, yet there was 


never a {trifter Eye kept upon any Priſoner what- 
ſoever. It is moſt certain, that ſhe uſed every litile 


Artie to pave her Way to a greater Deſign ; and 
j 2 3 7 
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without Fetters, and 


— 


Trip to France, without either for an ho- 
nourable Acquittance of her Guilt, or, receiving 
Satisfaction from thoſe who had irjured her Cha- 


would, doubtleſs, have been * I made a 


- rater. But her Hopes proved abortive, and Juſ- 


tice cloſely purſued her. 5 
About a Year and a Half before Mr. Blandy's 
Death; his Wife died very ſuddenly ; ſhe was out 
of Order, on the Thur/aay Evening; next Day ſhe 
was violently ill, and on Saturday Morning expired 
in violent Agonies. Her Diſorder was then ſup- 
— to be an Inflammation in her Bowels; but 
ince Mr. Blandy's Death, many Perſons entertain 
an Opinion, that ſhe received her Death in the ſame 
Manner as this unhappy Gentleman; and it is thought 
that the Cauſe of his adden Death might never have 
been ſuſpected, had it not been for the Servants. 
The Affizes drawing near, ſhe began to prepare 


for her Trial; and it can ſcarce gain Credit, that 
ſhe ſhould receive ſuch extraordinary Information of NJ 


what Meaſures were carried on in her Proſecution ; 


yet ſo it was, there was not the moſt-minute Step* * 


taken of which fhe had not early Advice; and be- 
fore her Trial, ſhe declared herſelf prepared to re- 


<eive the Shock of the worſt that could befal her. 4 
She was brought to the Bar on Tze/Zay, the 3d of 


March, and on her Tryal, which laſted near 13 
Hours, ſhe never once changed her Countenance, 
nor ſhed a Tear, ſave when Mrs. Mounteney appeared 
to give her Evidence; and during the whole Time 
ſhe behaved with great Compoſure. After the 
Evidence for the Crown were all examined, ſhe 
made a Speech to the Court wherein fhe complained 


| of the Treatment ſhe had received, in being 


etter'd, c. and when the Verdict was given in, 
ſhe ſeemed to ſmile, and returned their Lordſhips 
Thanks fer their Tenderneſs and Impartiality in her 
Tryal, and begged to be indulged with a longer 
Time to ſettle her Affairs than is uſually given. 
When ſhe went from the Bar to return to Priſon, 
after receiving Sentence, ſhe ſtepped into the 
Coach with as little Concern, as if ſhe had been 
going to a Ball; and when ſhe came into the 
Caſtle, finding the Family in ſome Diſorder, the 
Children being all in Tears, ſaid very- chearfully, 
Don't mind it :—What does it fgniſy: I am very 


| bungry ; pray, let me haue ſomething for Supper, as 


ſpeedily as poſſible. Accordingly Mutton Chops 
were dreſſed, of which, and of an Apple-Pye, ſhe 
eat very heartily. 3 

The Day following ſhe appeared ſometimes quite 


. Chearfal, and at others, a little caſt down; but, in 


the whole, bore her Misfortunes with ſurprizing 
Fortitude. e | ; 

On the Friday ſhe diverted herſelf for ſome 
Hours in reading Fables; and on Saturday talked 
chearfully in general. . | 


On- | 
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On Sunday yarious Things ruffled her Temper : 
Mrs. Deane, the Woman ſhe brought with her to 
attend her in Goal, grew weary of waſhing her 
Linen, and refuſed doing it any longer This diſ- 


ſame Day ſhe received two Letters of Advice from 


i to His Majeſty, and beg Pardon, and try if that 
might not produce ſome good Effect. As ſoon as 
che had read them, with much Diſdain, Ns, ſays 
he, I «ill never confeſs that: would not make 
Je of a Lye to ſave my Life: — 71s true, I have 
cone a great many fooliſh Things ; but I had no Inten- 
rim to murder my Father; and I will n:#r be in- 
duced to confeſs what I am not guilty of : [ gave 


ſequence, . 
A little after this, ſhe appeared very thoughtful 
for ſome Time, and then ſaid, /t «vas a damn'd 


mn ; : : : 
tep* - Thing my burning Cranſtoun's Letters, for there <vas 
be. 9 enough in them to have convicted him, Whenever he qu 


4 catch'd —Forgetting that this amounted to a Con- 


uy feſſion of her own Guilt; for if Canſloun's Letters 
of - Þ to her was ſufficient for his Conviction, they muſt 
13 neceſſarily inform her, that the Powders were 
ce, ' Hurtful. | | 

ed The ſame Evening ſhe received the following 
ne Letter from a Reverend Divine of Henley upon 


Thames, which we here inſert. 


| A LETTER from a CLERGYMaAN to 


'g Miſs BLAN Dy. 

n, | | 

PS Þ' Dear Miſs, March 7, 1752. 

er 

err IL i teen at my own Option, I never would 
w have choſe to be the leaſt concern'd in your unhappy 

mn, © Hur; but ſince Divine Provience without my otun 

ie feeling, has thought fit to order it otherwiſe, I ſhall, from 

n Obligations of C:mpaſſiom and Humanity, offer ſome 

8 Things to your ſerious Conſideration: — Your Power of 

* receiving Benefit from any Acvice is but of ſhort Dura- 

I tion, may God grant that Pg may rightly uſe this. — 

| That you believe in a God; in the immortal Nature of 


8 the Soul, in Jeſus Chriſt, and in a future State of Re- 


. wards and Puniſhments, I am willing to perſuade myſelf. 
N — £5 to the unworthy Man u has tempted you to your 

Ruin, I hate good Grounds to believe him to be an Ine! : 
; le bas communicated ſuch Printiplis to you, to render 
' you more capable of executing his <vicked Prrpoſes, yor'r 
, perfiſting therein, Will ruin your poor Soul for eder; the 
e Homent you enter into that atuſul State of & paration, you 
: will he eternally convinced of your Error .—T he N Le- 
|  v4ls believe a God, and tremble ! __ 


You cuull, perhaps, expreſs Surprize at my entertaining 

Doubt of this Nature hat ® Yeu that var been fo 

ant ant as Public Il orſhip, that bade ſo frequently parti- 
* N * r 


| 


= pleaſed her, and ſhe ſaid, There was no Maney 
that joe grudged ſo much as for waſhing : The 


4 unknown Hands, deſiring her to confeſs her Guilt 


Vin the Powder, it is true, but did not ſuſpect the Con- 


. before aubich all the Sons of 


1 3 5 
cipated of the moſt ſacred Rite of the Chriſtian Religion, 


to be thought an Inſiael? Alas] Miſs, Externals are but 
the Hits ef Piety, they are eaſy to the Hyacrite.— 


The Body may tow down in the Fiouſe ef God, yet the | 
Soul do Homage to Belial, —Ged forbid, that this ſponld 


touch JOU. —— 
Ind indeed, to be ſincere, <vhen on the one hand I view 
the. Arguments of your Guilt, and on the other, behold 


your ſtrong Aſſertions of Innocence, to the hazarcing of 


the Soul, if untrue, I am greatly perplexed, I nog not 
what to ſay or believe. —The Alternative, I preſume 13, 


you are either a Believer and innocent, or an Infidel and 


guilty, But that hoh Religion, <vhich I profeſs, obliging 
me, in all Caſes of Doubt, to incline to the moſt charitable 
Conferuftion, I ſay, that I am wwillingly perſuaded, that 


you believe in the abovemention?d Truths, and are in ſeme 


Degree innocent. 


You have, dear Miſs, applied to temporal Council, with 


regard to the Determination of your Body. hey have 
failed. —Your Life is forfeited to Juſtice, —You are al- 
ready dead in the Eye of the Lau. O, Aiſs, the 
Counſel which my poor Underſtanding gives, is ſpiritual, 


may that le more ſucceſsful.— May God grant that the © 
Late of your Soul, may not reſemble the Fate of your 


Body ! Atay it not periſh and die for ever ! 


Now, Miſs, you witeſt neceſſarily be in one of theſe tus 


Situations ; you muſt either be innocent by rot defienirg ta 


hurt your Father ; or you deſigned to kill your Father, and 
are guilty, and conceal your Guilt for private Reaſons. 


Permit me to offer ſomething each of theſe Heads. 
If it ſbould be the Caſe, that you are innocently the 
Cauſe of Mr. Blandy's Death, which Heaten grant 
if you harboured not a Thought of injuring your Aphapp 
' Father; you have the greateſt of all Gomforts to ſupport 
you ; you may think upon that of and awful Tribunal, 
dam ſhall appear, and 
from <vhich no Secret is hid. —T here, <vill be no e. 
Annocence <vill Le vindicated. —The Scheme of Provi- 
dence will be then unfolded —There, your Patience, under 
your Sufferings, and Reſignation to the Decrees of Heaven, 
will be rewarded. — Tour Errors and Fuilmgs God avill 
pity and have mercy upon, fer he remembers <whereof ue 
are made.— You may ſace the ignominicus Tree with 


- Calnmeſs. — Death has ne Stings to word Innocence. 


-Guilt alone clothes him *<vith Terrors: (to the eilty 
Hretch he i terrible indeed?) And at the Reſurrection, 


and at the Laſt-Day, you will joyfully bebald Jeſus Chriſt, 


your Saviour, join the t riumphant Multitudes of the 


BI:ſſed, and follow them into the everylaſting Manſions Ff | 


Glory. | 


Fe other Point I am to ſpeak to, is pon a Suppoſtion of 


your Guilt.—-God direct me what to ſay! dent, 
von cuil be ſated. Hut anhat Rod e 
grate to ſuch Crimes? O Miſs! your infamous End ts 'ss 
 Satisfattion due to human Lats : But there is arother 
-Satisfation <rhich God expects to be made for fuc a 
Arena Hidation of Laws Diwvine.—Oxce, Afr, you 


bad tzuo Fathers to provide for ans protefl you ; one 1 
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ſumes all Juietneſs and Repoſe. 


your Hane mies. Good God! chat deep Diftreſs is 


this! <oberecan Miſery like this find-Comfort and Relief? 
i, the only Anchor, which can preſerve your Soul 


fron: periſhing, is your bleſſed Saviour. Believe in 
Him; — bal ſoever you as% in his Name, believing, God 
ui grant. For to them that believs, all Thines are 
Pt ſſible. Unburther your hole Soul: —Pour out your 


fervent Prayers to God — Remember, i at inßnite Mercy 


is plorified in the vileſt Sinners.——— If ther are any Ae 
 ceſfavies to. this Forrid Grime, diſcover them. Male 
all poſſivle Reparatien for Injuries you hade done.— 


Heariihy forgive, and pray for your Enemies, and mere 


parti. viarly for all concerned in the Proſecution againſt 
yeu.——Deteſ? ycur Sins truly, and reſckie to do ſo for the 
Time to come, and be in Charity with all Hen, If you 
perform theſe Thos truly and ſincerely, your Life, which 
ſ-ts in gloomy Clont's, Shame and Darkneſs, may, by the 
Heres of God, riſe in Glory, Honour, and Brightneſs. 
But perhaps, Miſs, to your everlaſting Haxard, you 
vill not confeſs your Guilt, for ſome private Reaſons, — 
And what muſt theſe be? | 


You may poſſibly then imagine, that if you confeſs jour 
Grime to God, you are no- obliged to confeſs to the World; — 


enerally ſjeating, Cod is the ſole Gonfeſſor of Mankind; 
but your Caſe is a particular Exception to this Rule. 


Fon cri! avant the Aſſiſtance of God's Miniſters. 


But how is it poſſible for you to receive any benefit from 
. them, if you do not repreſent to them the true State of your 
Soul without Diſguiſe? A Secret of this Nature, ſmo- 
tber d in the Breaſt, is a Fire whiqh preys upon, and con- 

22 2 too the im- 
minent Danger of a Lye of this Nature; conſider the 
A due to your Accuſers, to your Judges, and to the 

orld.— 


But you will ſay, Confeſſion of my Crime cuts off al 


Hove of Royal Alerty, — Dear Miſs, do not mdulge 


gourſelf m ſuch a Thought, prepare for the worſt, — 
Gonfider how pernicions Flattery of this Nature is, — 


Remember that God is only a God of Alercy in this; in 


anot ber Life, he is a God of Juſtice. 
I can hardly think that Shame has any Share in the Cn- 
'cealment. of your Guilt; for no Shame can exceed that 


Amends you can make, and Mankind know experimentally 
9 frail and imperfect human Nature is, and will allow 
for it accordingly. — . 3 
And thus, dear Miſs, have I wrote to you, with a fin- 


l - hich jou hade already ſuffered. Beſides, Confeſſion is all the 


eve View to your everlaſting Happineſs.— If during olive 


diſmal Tewilight, this Interval betabeen Life and Death, 
25 ſerve you, command me. — I he World generally flies 


Believe me _ a oh 
be Offices of Frie Which you can receive from 
in are ae to ſuch or Pericd , tot them be ſuch as 
eoncern your everlaſting Welfare, —The greateſt Pleaſure 
T can receive (if Pleaſure can ariſe from ſuch ſad Por- 


( 10 ) 


Ties of Nature, the other by the Bonds of Grace and Re- 
© ligien And now! your earthly Parent is your Aceyſer, 
and your heavenly One your Fudge, Both are become 


Unfortunate, rejoices in Evil, triumphs over Diſtreſs ; | 
to deviate from ſuch Inhumanity,— 


1 


tions) Will be to ar that you entertain 4 comforta ble . 


ſurance of being«bappy for ever; which that you may le, 
is the fervent Prayer of, &c. 


Mis BLANDY's Answer to the afore- 


ſaid LETTER. | 

| Monday, March 9, 1752. 
Reverend Sir, 1 

Did not receive your 's till Sunday Nia t late, and am 

noi fo ill in Body, that netlins but my Gratitude to 

yeu for all your Goodneſs could have enabled me to qurite, 


I have with great Care and Thought often read 


over your hind advice; and will, as well as the fad 


Condition I am in vill give me leave, fprak the Truth, — + 


Jie firſt, and muſt material io my poor So, is, that 


I believe in God the Father, and in his bleſied Son 


Jeſus Chriſt, who, I verily believe came into the 
World to ſave Sinners; and that he will come 
again to judge the World; and that we muſt all 
give an Account in our own Bodies, and receive the 

eward of a good or ill ſpent Life; that God is a 


God of Juſtice, but of Mercy too; and that by 


Repentance all may be ſaved. A to the unworthy 


Man you mention, I never heard fner Leſſons come from: 


any one, — ad be, Sir, ſhewn really what he may he (an 


Infidel), I never ſhould have been go deceived; for of all 


Crimes, That ever ſhocked me moſi—10, Sir, I owe all 


my Aliſeries to the Appearances of Virtue—but that, de- 


ceived and ruined in this World, but hope through 
Chriſt to be pardoned. I was, and never denied it, 
the fatal Inſtrument, but knew not the Nature of, 
nor had a Thought thoſe Powders could hurt. Had 


I net veftroyed his Letters, all muſt have been convinced, 
but, like all the reſt, be commanded, and I obeyed, and 
burnt them, There is an Account, as well as 1 way able 

to write, which [ ſent to my Uncle in London—That * 
I here ſend jau; God knows never poor Soul <orote m more 
Pain, and I am now not able hardly to hold my Pen,— 


But «vill net conclude this without explaining the true 
State of my Mind. 4s I did not give this fatal 
Powder to kill or hurt my poor Father, I hope God 


ill forgive me with Repentance, for the ill Uſe I have 
made of that Senſe he gave me, and not be for ever angry 


with me, Death I deſerve, for not being on my 


Guard ac ainſt my grand Enemy ; for loving and velying * 


too much on the luman Part. I hope (wen all is done 


that Friends can do for me, te ſave that Life which God 


has given me, and which if to laſt theſe hundred Years, 
Would be too ſhort for me to repem, and make amends for 


the Follies I bave committed) I ſhall have ſuch Help from 


my God, as to convince my poor Friends, 1 die a Chriſtian, 
and with Hopes of Forgiveneſs through the Merits 
of our Advocate and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, 

I, dear Sir, you Will excuſe my writing more, and 


«ill believe I am truly ſenſible of your Goodneſs to me — 


A Nurrathe of the whole Affair, Which h hgreafity 


alerted, 


— ˙—·r¾⅛ 
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HMny God bleſs yer, Jr; and ſend you Fppineſsbere, and 
hereafter.-—l beg my Duty to ny poor Cine; pray him to 
forgive, ard pity, and pray for me. I veg 1 teudereſt 
W ijhes to is. Mounteuey; and if be cant ſervs me 
<vith the Þ—þ W, or avi cther, I kno ſhe cr ill do 
it.—Pray conifort poor Ned Riearne, and ell lim have 
tbe ſame Friendſbip for bim as ever, — Aud pray, Sir, 
continue your Friendſhip and good Hiſhes, to 
Reverend Sir, IEP 
Your truly affected, 
| much obliged humble Servant, 


| MARY BLANDY. 


| Soon after Miſs Tefſryes's Trial as publiſhed, 
Wiſs Blancy read it, and taid, It was .rrbarous, bit [ 


ſorry for her, amd hope ſhe will have -a good Liv ne to 
attend her in her laſt Moments, if pallible a ſecend Sw in- 
ton, (Mr. Swinton being the Clergyman who attended 


Fer) for poor unhappy Girl I pity ler. Gentlewoman 


who was with ber, -reply'd, Pity ber! for what ? [ 
don't fee that ſuch harbarous Creatures deſerves much 
Pity ; let her and all fuch inhuman Wretches ſuffer as 


they d;ſerve ; and immediately went away. As foon 
as ſhe was gone, ſays Miſs, I can't tear ith theſe 
” . ever-virtuous H omen,;— I believe if ever the Devil picks 


a Bone, it is one of theirs, | 
A Day or two after this, ſhe ſaid, .4 Bill was geing 
to be carried into Parliament, for a Law to hang all the 


| ſenſible Women, and let none but Fools live. 


She employed a great deal of Time in writing, 
and made all poſſible Application by her Friends, in 
order to obtain a Reprieve or Pardon; to prepare 
the Way for Which, the following Narrative was 
publiſhed, which ſhe acknowledged ſhe rote. 


M.iſs BLawpy's own. NARRATIVE, of 


the Crime for which ſhe ſuffer'd. 


| Ob! Chriſtian Reader, 
Y Misfortunes have been, and are ſuch, as 
never Woman felt before Oh! let the 


| _ Tears of the Wretched move human Minds to Pity, 
and give Ear to my fad Caſe, here wrote with 


greateſt Truth, It is impoſlible, indeed, in my 


_ unhappy Circumſtances to recollect half of my 
Mis ſortunes, fo as to place them in a proper Light 
Let ſome generous Breaſt then do that for the 

Miſerable — and God will reward Goodneſs to- 

wards an unhappy, deceived, ruined Woman! 


Think what Power Man has over our Sex, when 
we truly love ! and what Woman, let her 
have what Senſe ſhe will, can ftand the Arguments 


and Perſuaſions Men will make uſe of. — Don't 


think that by this, I mean, that / ever was, or 


could bave ben terſuaded to hurt one Hair of my peer 


Father's Head. No — what I mean is Granſtoun's 


_ Saleneſ and Art, in making me believe that thoſe 


* ( T2 * | 


Powders were innocent, and wouid mike my Fa- 


ud fome Months, and then he fai 


ther love him. —He gave my Father ſome himtelf 


more than a Year before he died— and ſaid, that 
when he gave it him, that he, G2: cu, had took. 
ſeveral Papers of ic himſelf. — I [:< nothing of ary 


il Effects from theſe Por drs on my Father ; nor did 
he complain of any one Diſorder, more than what 
ke has ever been ſobject tio above theſe ten Years, 
the Gravel and the Heart-burn — but never com- 
plained of the Heart-burn, except when he 
kad the Gravel coming on him; and he never was 
leſs afflicted with theſe Diſorders than dutirg the 
laſt Year of his Life, in which he never took one 


Medicine from his Apothecary, as he made Oath 


U | | 3 
Mr. Cranſtoun, ſoon after he gave theſe Powders 


to my Father, ſaid to me, Do you not ſee that 


your Father is kinder tome? I now will venture 
to tell him, that J cannot get the Appeal lodged 


this Seſſions, meaning his Affair in rand) upon 


which he went to my Father's Study, and told him: 


They both came out together in great good Hu- 


mour, and my Father ſaid not one Word againtt 
my waiting another Seftions, $6 | 

Mr. Crarſtcus came to our Houſe in the Begin- 
ning of g/?, or latter End of 15 flayed with 


to go for Hotlard.— My Father ſeemed not plealed 
with him at firſt but they parted in great 


Friendſhip, I thought — and I received a Letter 


from Cranſtoun, (which is now among my Papers) 
Full of Keſpect and Tenderneſs for my Father.— 


But ſoon after he was gone, my Father, who had 


either heard ſome IIl ot him, or was tired of io 


long an Affair, told me to let Mr. Cranſiown know, 
that | ſhould wait the next Seſſions ; but he muſt 
not come to his Houſe till his Affairs in Kerlana 

were ſettled. I obeyed his Commands, and had 


2 Letter full of Love, and ſeeming Miſery, back 


in Anſwer to mine: that he found he had loſt my 


Father's Love, and feared he ſhould mine too —— 


He got his Mother and Siſters to write to my Father, 
and ſeemed to do all in his. Power to force him to 


love him | 


Some Time after this, he ſent me Word, that 
he had met with his old Friend Mrs. Vorgan in 


Stotland ; and that he would get ſome. of thoſe 
Powders he had before; and begged of me if 1 
loved him, to give them to my Father, for that 
they would make him kind to us again in this Affair, 
and make him ſtay with Patience till the nextSeiliong 
when, upon his Word, the Appeal ſhould be 
lodged. I wrote him back Word, I did xt care for 
doing it, 1 hls hurt my Father's Health. He 
wrote me Word, that it cas quite innocent, and 


could not inert him; and how could I think that be Scould 
fend any Thing to hurt a Father of mine; and that 
Selſ-Intereſt would be Reaſon eno.ugh for lim to.take care 
of * Health, | | 


he was obliged 


0.0 
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No in this Place T muſt beg to clear up one 
Thing—That LI imagined my poor. Father rich, 
ard that Mr. Canſtonm did the ſame As to my- 
lelf, it is, by all that's goed, falſe. I have olten 
told Mr. Garen | knew my Father was not worth 
chat the orld ſaid; but that if he lived, I did not 
doubt bat he would provide for us and ours, as his 


Buſineſs was fo gieat, and Life retired. I then 


ſuppoſed that Mr. Cranſloun meant by ſaying, that 
bis ozn Intereſts erould make him careful, to refer to 
tuch Diſcourie. | | 

Mr. Crarſtown having then ſuch ſtror g Reaſons 


to know how neceſſary my Father's Life mult be, 


and [I believing his Honour to be ſo great, and 
that his Love was fil! greater; theſe were the 
Reaſons of my not mittruſting, that the Powder 


would hurt my Father, if I mixed it with his Tea. 


It not mixing well, | threw it away, and wrote him 
Word, / world not try it again, for it <voruld be aiſ- 
gorered. his they bring againſt me; but is it not 
reaſonable to imagine, that if any Perſoa was to 


diſcover that a Powder had been given them, to 
force them to love any one, would not aDiſcovery 


of this Nature produce a very different Effect; 
would it not fix Reſentment ? This would have been 
at that Time Death to me; ſuch was my Opinion 
of Cra ſtoum, and for this Reaſon I yſed the afore- 
iaid Words. | 

But to proceed—On my writing to Mr. Cran- 
forn, that it would not mix in Tea, he told me to 


mis it iu Gruel, I received the Powders in Je, 
but did not pu any into his Gruel till the 5th ot -u- 


guſt, when | fatally obeyed Mr. Cranſteun's Orders, 
and was innocently the Inttrument of Death, as they 
lay, to the beſt of Fathers; brought Diſgrace. to 


my Family, and ſhameful Death to myſelf, unleſs 
wy hard Cale, here truly repreſented, recommends 


me to Royal Pity, Clemency, and Compaſſion. 
nud as I here declare, and as I look rn n yſelf as a chi g 
H onan, I never (i1 deſgn t burt my Father, but 
thought the Powder innocent, as Cranſtoum told me 
it was. Let me be puniſhed for my Follied, but 


not loſe my Life. Sure it is hard to die for lgro- 
Tance, and too good an Opinion of a Villain? 


Mult the Falfities and Malice which I have been 
purſued with, prevail ſo far as to take away my 
Life. O confider my Misfortunes, and indeed it 
will fill your Eyes with Tears, you muſt pity me 
and ſay, Never was poor Soul ſo hardly uſed —— 


But Peace, my Heart —— | gave my Father the 


Powder on \tnivy Night; on 7, ay he com- 
Plained. I fent tor the Apotheca y, who came, 
and ſaid he would ſend him ſome Fh; fic; in the 
Evening my Father ſaid he would have ſome Water 
Gruel; I nexer wen: out to order this, and knew 
nct whether it was the ſame or no as he had on 


Ae da; as that he drank on Jond:y was made 


ei her on Saturday or Hi. However, on the 
17 ed day my Father took Vhyſic, and was better, 


FIT 


— The Doctor ſaid, he believed he was in great Dar- 


C. 


came all T;/dy down into the Parlour ; as alf 
on Friday, Mr, Norton, Ly my Deſire, all this Time 
attending him very often. And Mr. Norton did in 
the Court declare, that | was the Perſon that did 
ſend for a Phyſician, and would have ſent before, 
if thought neceſſary. When I found my Father 
fo ill, 1 ſent, unknown to him, for Dr. Aldington. 


ger. I defired him to attend him, and come the 


next Day, which he did, On unde, Morning 


going into my Father's Room early, {tor tho' { 
never from his firit Diſorder left him long in the 
Day, yet his Tenderneſs would not let me fit up 
all Night with him) I was denied to fee him. This 
ſo ſurpriz'd and frighted me, that I cried out, 
What, not fee my Father? On which I heard my 
Father reply, My dear Polly, you ſhall preſently, B 
and ſome Lime after I did. That Meeting and 
Parting, and the mutual Love, Sorrow, and Grief, | 
are truly deſcribed by Sſanma Gunnel, tho' poor 
Soul, ſhe is miltaken in ſome other Reſpects 

l was, after this confined in my Room by Dr. Ad- 
dington's own Orders; during which Confinement, 
as | am informed, my Father wanted to ſee ſome- 
body, and it was imagined to be me. But, alas! 
I was not ſuffered, Ihe Night before he died, 


my Father ſent his Bleſſing to me, with his Com- 


mands to bring that Villain to Juſtice. I ſent him 
Anſwer back, I would do all in my Power to hang 


that Villain, as he rightly called him. 


But the Ufage which I received m my Father's 
Houſe, unknown to him I am ſure, is ſhock ing to 
relate. My going to liſten at his Door, the only 
Comfort left me, to hear if he was afleep, was de- 
nied me. All my Keys were taken from me, my 
Letters, my very Garters; my Maid ſervant never 
came near me, helpleſs as I was by Grief and 
Fits, This I bore patiently, being fearful of di- 
ſturbing my Father, as our Rooms joined. The 
Man who was with me can witneſs to my Sufferings, 
how often I wiſhed for inſlant Death to take me, 
and ſpace my dear Father, whom never Child loved 
better; whole Death alone, unattended with theſe 
Mi:fortunes, would have been an excefive Shock 
to me. ; 

When Dr. A dingen and Dr. Lewis, (who was 
called in it ſeems) came into the Room ard told me 
that nothing could fave my ever dear Father, for 
a conſiderable Time | ſat like a Stone Image ; and 


then told them, that I had given my poor Father 


lome Powders which Cranſicun had given me, and 
feared thoſe had hurt my Father, tho“ Granftorn 
aſſured me that they would not. 
it is not in Human N ture to declare what I 

ſuffered at that Time. Col grant that no one ever 
may again. | A 7 
When my Father was dead, tho” Miftreſs of my - 
ſelf, my Keys, Servants, two Horſes in the Stable, 
all my own, yet L never quit'ed my Room. Tho' 
| none 
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none dared to moleſt me, I never ſtirred. They 


fay, that I walked about my. Room for Hours; 


but I hardly remember any Thing. Much is now 
faid of my' trying to bribe my Servants, How 


| contrary to Truth! As for bribing Betty my Cook ; 
of all my Servants ſhe was my greateſt Enemy 


throughout my Misfortunes, ard an Attempt to 
bribe her mult ſurely be the ſtrongelt Inſtance of 
Lunacy of one not in her right Mind. I ownl 
ſhould have been glad not to have gone to Jail; as 
who would not? But then I would witk Pleaſure 
have reſigned myſelf up at the Aſſizes, and ſtood 
the Chance of Lite or Death, I did not at that 
Time imagine, that 1 had ſuch Enemies, or that 
Human Nature could be fo wicked and abandoned. 
On the Thurſday my Father was to be opened. In 
the Morning Sanmnahb Gunnel ſent for me, being in- 


diſpoſed ; when | ſaw her, ſhe begged that I would 


bring Mr. Cranſton to Juſtice, which was the Re- 


queſt and Commands of her dying Maſter, and 
that if any thing gave him Concern in his laſt Mo- 
ments, it was an Apprehenſion of his eſcaping, be- 
ing a Man of Quality and Intereſt among the Great. 


I replied, that I would do all in my Power, and 


went down into my Room again. | 
Soon after Dr. Leavis came into my Room, and 


I found by him that my poor Father's Body was to 


be opened as that Morning. As ſoon as he was 


gone, I could not bear to ſtay in the Houſe, but 


walked out. Let Reaſon judge whether I intended 


an Eſcape. My Dreſs was an half Sack and Pet- 


ticoat, made for « Hoop, and the Sides very long, 
neither Man nor Horſe to aſſiſt me, and, as they ſay, 


I walked as flow as Foot could fall; balf the Town 


at my Heels, and but for the Mercy of a Woman, 
who ſheltered me in her Houſe, had, perhaps, loſt 
my Life, When I was ſent for back by the Ju- 
ſtices, the Gentleman who conveyed me to my 
Houle, witneſſed that I thanked him. Surely this 
cat not be interpreted an Attempt to eſcape. | 

In Conſequence then of the Words, which dur- 
ing theſe melancholy and diſtracting Scenes. I had 
ſpoke to Dr. Andingteu, that I was innocent of the 
Nature of the Powders ; but had given them to 


my Father, [ was ſent to Priſon, where I was till 


my Trial, and am now in ſafe Cuſtody. The Un- 
truths which-have been told of me, the Meſlengers 


| fent after me to ſee if | was ſafe, the putting me in 


Irons, (tho' ſo weak and ill, that my own Body 


was too much to carry about) the Baſeneſs and 
Wickedre{s of printing the Depoſitions to hurt 
me with the Jury; under all this I bore up, from 
knowing my -[nnocence. - | | 


But give me Leave to mention what happened at 
my Trial. I was brought to the Bar, and muſt 
do the Judges, and all the Gentlemen of the Law 
that Jullice, that they uſed me as a Gentlewoman 


(CFE 


ſhould be, though unfortunate, — myſt however 


obſerve, that, | 

When the Judge read and ſammed up the Evi- 
dence; or, indeed, when any thing was ſaid in 
Court; there was ſuch a Noife, that the Jury, 1 


ſeemed not to give that Attention, 1 think they 


ought,—Nay, the Judges were often obliged ts 


ſpeak for Silence in the Court, and bid them for 


Shame let the fury hear and attend. When alt the 
Witneſſes were examined on both Sides, the Judge 


gave his Charge like a Man fit to hold the Sword 


of Juſtice, and my Council and Friends were in : 


great Hopes for me.—But, moſt ſurpriſing Treat- 
ment ! without going out of Court, without bein 

any Time conſulting, their Verdict was—CGuilty !— 
God's Will be done, — my Behaviour at my Prial, 


and when Sentence was paſſed, | leave to the World. 
—— My Enemies, as they have done alt along. may 


mifinterpret it, and call Innocenee and Chrifttaw 


am ſure, could not hear the Evidence; and I hepe' 
I ſhall be forgiven; if J ſay, that ſome of them” 


Courage, hardened Guilt — But let them know, 


that nothing but Innocercy could ſtand the Shock of 


ſuch repeated Misfortunes, and Proſpet of Death — 
O Chriſtian Reader] remember what Blrfſings 
will attend you for defending the Orphan, the In- 
jured, and the Deceived. — And if the Dead are 
ſenſible what the Living do ; — what Prayers muff 
not my dear Parents pour out before the 
Mercy for ſuch Charity, — for endeavouring to 


reſcue their only Child; and much loved Daughter, | 


from a ſhameful—Death.—Drop Pen, —my Spirits, 
barraſſed out with Sorrow, fail. —God Almighty 
preſer ve you and yours from ſuch Misfortunes, — 
and receive my poor Soul into the Arms of bis 
Mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt. nen. 2 
W hoſoever thou art, whoſe Eyes drink in tm 
ſad and moving Tale,-—indulge one Tear: Re- 
member the Inſtability of ſublunary Things, and 
judge no Man happy till he dies. bi | 


MARY BLANDX 


| m3. 
In this Narrative of her own. Caſe, ſhe appears 


| fond of Evaſions; for I believe no one doubts her 


offering Robert Harman a very conſiderable $um to 
carry her off and attend her, whatever the might do 


With +/j2abeth Binfeld ; for the poor Fellow, ſhocked 


with the Death of his Maſter in this extraordinary 
Manner, and unwilling to be tbe Inftrument to 
aſſiſt her in her Flight ſrom Juſt ce, notwithſlanding 


rone of 


1 


he had ſo large an Offer, Bo feſlly refuſed it, weot 


immediately and acquainted Dr, It, Who was 


then at + enley, with the Offer ſhe had made him, 


and asked his Advice; to which the Doctor an- 
ſwered. that he might do juſt 3s he thought fit. Af. 
ter having made, this Application for Advice, and 


received Anſwer no ways ſatisfadory, he ſeriouſly 
| | Tonſdered 
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conſidered the Matter in his own Breaſt, when his 
Conſcieace bid him refuſe it. He did not, either on 
ber Trial, or at any other Time, appear at all pre- 
gudiced againſt the Perſon who made him this Pro- 
al, who offered him a greater Sum than he could 
ope to acquire in a great many Years by Induſtry; 
no, he looked upon it as the Wages of Iniquity ; 
he bravely withſtooe Temptation. As he would 


not have been cencerned in the Murder of his 


Maſter, ſo he diſdained all lucrative Views, in order 


to let Juſtice take Place. I ſhall beg Leave to give 


the Reader an Idea of this honeſt Man's Fortitude, 
"by, :epcating his own Words on this Occaſion: 
*I the had offered me much more, even her whole 


Fortune, I would have refuſed it; Money ſo got 


could not have proſper'd with me.“ 

And could any Woman give Evidence with more 
<Candour than Suſarmab Gunzel; ſo far as concerns Mils, 
the allows her to have related the Truth. but where 
her Honeſty upon her Oath obliged her to bring out 


| ungrateful Facts, Miſs Blandy ſays, Poor Soul, ſhe <vas 
- greatly miſtaken in ſome Reſp: ers. 


As to her Trial, the Diſturbances and frequent 
22 by SpeRators who indecently made a 
Noiſe, is too true; but according to Miſs Blanch's 


own Words, No Perſon ever had a fairer Trial; and. 


believe, Hate was the only Thing that Nis 

| "Ro Friends, or her Council could have of 
er Acquittance; and, I confeſs, I think it a great 
Hardſhip, that a Criminal, Dead in the Law, ſhould 


have Leave in this publick Manner to arraign her 


ountry, twelve honeſt Men upon their Oaths ; and 
do whom, before they had the Oath adminiſter'd 
zo them, {he had not the leaſt Objection; when all 
poſſible Care had been taken to ſelect not only Men 
f Reputation and Honour, but allo Men of good 
. o them the Facts appeared plainly 
ed by the Evidence for the Crown, thoſe Facts 
not at all in validated by the Priſoner's Evidence; 


And therefore where ariſes this ſurpriſing Treatment 


complained of? This Inattention of the Jury? Or 
from whence does there appear a Neceſſity for their 
Jeparting the Court to deliberate? — When his 
Lordſhip paſſed the dreadful Sentence of the Law, 
the declared ſhe had a fair and impartial Trial; 
cand that as he was not beſore at Liberty to ſuppoſe 
ner gullty, he could not now ſuppoſe her innocent. 
We ſhall proceed no farther in our Obſervations 
der Narrative at preſent, but go on to relate 


Facts the moſt ſurpri ing indeed, yet are undoubted- 
ly true; alter Which, in the Concluſion, we ſhall 


make ſuch other Remarks and Obſervations as ſhall 


.maturally:reſult from the whole, and then leave the 


"Publick to make their own Reflections upon it. 
After her Condemaation, and during her Im- 


| bpeiſonment, the greateſt Part of her Time was em- 
\ployed in writing. and dictating to others, what ſhe 
Ad The Truth of ber Caſe. 


mainder ſhe remitted to Cran ſloun. 


Some of theſe Things have been already pub- 
liſhed, and others advertiſed, in which ſhe palliates 
her Guilt, and to ſhew, that if ſhe was guilty of 
the Fact, ſhe was innocently ſo, and likewi!z to 
juſtify her Conduct in many other Particulacs, in 
which thoſe who knew her belt could not acquit 
her. And therefore, whatever ſhe ſo wrote, or dic- 
tated, muſt be look'd upon as partial, and proceed - 
ing from a View of clearing her Character in the 
Eye of the World, But the Account we here 
offer to the Publick, impartially ftates all the Facts 
concerning her, without exaggerating any Thing 
to her Prejudice, or ſaying more in her Favour than 


the Truth will bear; and have taken as much Care 


as poſſible to connec every Thing in due Order 
of Time, and ſhall only add ſome particular Fact 
which we omitted in a Hurry. | 
To ſhew how much this unhappy miſled Woman 
was infatuated with the Love of G anſtoum, we ſhall- 
give ſuch Inſtances, as had we hot the juſteſt Grounds 
to aflert, we ſhould be far from relating, as they 
appear to the laſt Degree improbable and aitoniſh- 


ing. | 

The firſt Inſtance we ſhall give of the Violence 
of her Love is this. Suſannah Gunnell, one of the 
material Witneſſes againſt her on her Trial, who 
had been a Servant in the Family many Years, and 
had ſaved between 80 and go Pounds, lent about 
$0 Pounds of it to her young Miſtreſs, who gave 


it to Captain Cranſtoun to ſupport him. 


Thus what the poor Girl had been ſeveral Years 


Working hard for, was conſum'd at once, only te 


aſſiſt a lawleſs Paſſion, and upon one who has proved 
the greateſt Villain upon Earth. But 'tis hoped 
Mr. Blandy's Relations, who ſhall poſſeſs the Re- 
ſidue of his Eſtate, now ſhe is no more, will con- 
ider her Hardſhip, and not ſuffer her to be ſo great 
a Looſer. 85 8 
Another Inſtance of Miſs's unaccountable Fond- 
neſs for Cran coun, was this. At the Death of the 
late Prince of ales, her Father gave her Twenty 
Guintas to buy her Mourning ; of which Sum ſhe \ 
laid out about 5/. for that Purpoſe, and the R-. 
Another Inſtance of the Extravagance of ber Paſ- 
ſion for Cranſtoun, is this. He, it ſeems, not- 
withſtanding his Profeſſions of Love to Miſs, had 
got a Baſtard, and was obliged to maintain it. Vet 
ſuch was the Violence of her Paſſion, that tho' ſne 
knew it to be true, this did not in the leaſt damp 
the Fire of her Love for him, for ſhe contributed 
all in her Power towards its Maintenance. Surely, 
this Inftance of the violent uncontrouled Paſſion of 
her Love is ſcarce to be parallelled in Hiſtory an- 


dient or modern. 


But now to return again to Miſs under her Con- 
demnation. She was attended daily by the Rev. 


Mr. Sevinton, before whom, there is no doubt, ſhe. 


behaved 


not under the leaſt Concern) as appears from Mr. 


_ - Scointon himſelf, whoſe Veracity 1 don't in the leaſt 
feruple, who has at various Times declared, that 
whenever he was with Miſs Blancy after her Con- 


demnation, ſhe behaved in a becoming Manner, for 


3 (a9) 
"behaved properly (though in his Abſence ſcemed © | 8 
. ank clared to the Rev. Mr. Swinten, that ſince the 
Death of her Mother ſhe had frequently in the 


It has been before intimated, that Miſs 'often de- 


Night, and ſometimes in the Day been entertained 
with Muſick, performed, as ſhe imagined, by in- 
viſible Spirits; and ſince her Conviction, has often 


a Perſon under ſuch Circumſtances ; but I am afraid been amuled in the ſame Manner; but in the Night 


the had too much Art for that Gentleman, and that 


he was rather too credulous, and often impos'd upon 
by her; ſhe made him believe, tis certain, that 
after her Mother's Death, her Apparition frequent- 
ly appear'd; that there was Muſick heard in the 
Houſe. Night and Day ; yet all the Performers 
were inviſible, The Reader will be ſurpriz'd that 
Stories of this Kind ſhould prevail at this Time of 
Day, and ftill more ſo, that Mr. Swinton ſhould 
lien to them; but I am well informed that this 
Gentleman himſelf is apt to give Credit to Things 
of this Sort. | 
Some Days before her Execution, ſhe ſaid, tha 
ſhe intended to ſpeak at the Tree, if ſhe had 


Spirits when ſhe came there, but that ſhe was afraid 


the ſudden Shock of ſeeing the Gallows might be 
too much for her to withſtand, and that her Spirits 
might fail her, unleſs ſhe had an Opportunity of 
ſeeing it before - hand; which ſhe did, as the Reader 
will find hereafter. | | 
Wee are now arrived at the Verge of this Unfor- 
tunate's Life; the Day before her Execution ſhe re- 
ceiv'd the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and fign'd and deliver'd the following Paper, in 


. _ --order to convince the World how much ſhe had 


been impoſed on and ſeduc d. | 


MARY BLANDY do declare, that I die in a full 


| Perſuaſion of the Truth and Excellency of the Ghrif- 
tian Religion, and a ſincere, though unworthy, Member of 
the Church of England, I do likewiſe hape for a Pardon 
and Remiſſion of my Sins, by the Mercy of God, through 
the Aferits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, my meſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, I do alſo farther declare, that / dd 
no noch or believe, that the Powder, to which the Death 
of my dear Father has been aſcribed; had any noxious or 
poiſonous Quality hodeed in it ; and that I had no Inten- 
tion to hurt, and much lefs to deſtroy him, by giving bini 
that Powder : All this is true, as hope for eternal Sal- 
vation, and Mercy from Almighty God, in whoſe moſt 
at ful and immediate Prefence I muſt ſoon appear. I die 
in perfect Peace and Charity with all Mankind, and do 
from the Bottom of my Soul forgive all my Enemies, and 
. particularly thoſe who have in any Manner contributed to, 
or been inſtrumental in bringing me to the tgromirious 
Death I am ſoon to ſuffer, This is my laſt Declaration, 
as to the Points therein contamed ; and 1 do moſt earneſtly 
deſire, that it may be publiſhed after my Decerſe, Ii it- 
meſs my Hand, | 2 


MARY BAL ANDY. 


before her Execution, the Muſick was more heaven- 


ly than ever ſhe had heard it before; and this ſhe. 


declar d in the Morning before ſhe was executed. 


As a Report had been univerſally ſpread, that ſſie 
would be executed on the Friday before, a very 


great Concourſe of People were got together upon 


the Caſtle Green, to be Spectators of the Execu- 


tion. Miſs went up ſeveral Times into the Rooms 


facing the Green, where ſhe could view the great 


Croud of People about it; which ſhe did with 


all the Calmneſs and Unconcern imaginable ; 


and only ſaid, that ſhe would not balk their Ex- 

pectations, tho' her Execution might be deferred a 

Day or two longer. 4 "IPL 
About Ten o Clock on Sunday Night, being in- 


formed that the Sheriff was come to Town, ſhe ſent 


a Meſſenger to him, to requeſt, that ſhe might not 


be diſturbed *cill Eight in the Morning, and that 
as ſoon after as he pleaſed ſhe would be ready for - 


the great Task fhe had to undergo. Accordingly, 
about half an Hour after Eight, the Sheriff, with 
her Attoaney, and the Rev. Mr. Swinton, went to 
the Goal, and after about half an Hour's private 


Prayers with the Clergyman, ſhe came down inlo 
the Goal Yard, where the Sheriffs Men were; anll - 


held two Guineas in her Hands for the Executioner, 
which ſhe took with her to the fatal Tree. ; 


The Night before her Execution, ſhe ſpent the 


chief of her Time in Prayers: She went to Bed 


about the uſual Hour, and had a little Rett in the 


fore Part of the Night, but wat at Prayers in Bed 


between. Three and tour o'Clock ; after ending of 
which, ſhe got up and dreſs'd herielf; and ſome 
Time after this, went up into the upper Rooms of 


the Houle to look upon the Gallows, which is op- 
polite the Door of the Goal, and mage by laying 
a Poll acroſs upon the Arms of two Trees, 2 


ſhe obſerv'd, that it was very high. She went out 


of the Caſtle about Nine o'Clock, attended by the ” | 


Rev. Mr. Swinton, dreſs'd in a black Crape Sack, 


with her Arms and Hands ty'd with black Paduzſfoy * 
Ribbons, and her whole Dreſs extremely neu:; her 
Countenance was ſolemn, and her Behaviour well 


ſuited to her deplorable Circumſtances; but ſhe bore 
up under her Misfortunes with amazing Fortitude. 

When ſhe came to the Gallows, Mr. Swinton read 
ſeveral ſelect Prayers fuitable to the Occaſlon, and 
then ask d her, it ſhe had any Thing to ſay to the 


Populace ? to which ſhe anſwer'd, yes. She then 
begg'd the Prayers of all the SpeQators, and de- 
E-. | clared 


. 
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elared herſelf Guilty of adminiftring the Powder to 
her Father, but without knowing that it had the 


| | | leaſt poiſenous Quality in it, or intending to do him 
1 any Injury, as ſhe hop'd to meet with Mercy at that 
9 | great Tribunal before whom fhe ſhould very ſhortly 
1 | | appear. 

1 | ſhe was inſtrumental in the Death of her Mother in 


And as it had likewiſe been rumour'd that 


ke Manner as her Father, and allo of Mrs. Pocock, 


1 13 me declared heſelf not even the innocent Cauſe of 


either of their Deaths, (if ſhe was the innocent 
- Cauſe of that of her Father) as ſhe hop'd for 
Salvation in a future State. 
4s ſhe aſcended the Ladder, after ſhe had got up 
| "3 about five Steps, ſhe ſaid, Gentlemen, do net hang 


and then turning herſelf about, ſhe trembled, and 
ſaid, I am raid 1 Hall fall. After this, the 
Halter was put. about her Neck, and ſhe pulled 
down her Handkerchief over her Face, without 
ſhedding one Tear all the Time. In this Manner 
ſhe prayed a liule while upon the Ladder, then 


re — 
* 4 


4 | ä gave the Signal, by holding out a little Book which 
4 ; 


the had in her Hands. There was not a large 


f YE = Concourſe of People at the Execution, but the moſt 


thigkipg Part of them were ſo affected with her 
Behaviour, and deplorable Circumſtances, that 
they were in Tears. After hanging above half an 


Hour the Sheriff gave Orders for her being cut 
down, | | | 


; 3 Thus far the utmoſt Decorum was obſerved, but 


. for Want of ſome proper Perſon to take Care of 
ber Body, this melancholy Scene became fill 

more ſhocking to human Nature : There was 
neither Coffin to put her Body in, nor Hearſe to 
carry it away; nor was it taken back into the 
- Cafile, which was only a few Yards ; but, upon 


4 1 | being cut down, was carried through the Crowd upon 

107 | tbe Shoulders of one of the Sheriff's Men in the 

? | molt beaſtly Manner, with her Legs expoſed very 
1 


_ 'Woecently for ſeveral Hundred Yards, and then de- 


| # puſited in the Sheriff's Man's Houſe, 'till about half 


an Hour paſt Five o'Clock, when the Body was put 


= nin a Hearſe, and carried to Lenley, where ſhe was 


interred about One o'Clock the next Morning in the 
Church, between her Father ard Mother, where 
was ailembled the greateſt Concourſe of People ever 
| known upon ſuch an Occaſion. Ihe Funeral Ser- 
vice was performed by the ſame Clergyman as 
wrote the Letter, dated the 7th of A/arih, (as betore 


' inſerted) to whom, among Seven Guireas which the 
' left for (even Rings, ſhe bequeathed one of them. 

„ © _ + Thus have we related with all poſſible Ex- 

* actneis and Impartiality the Story of this un- 


happy Criminal, ad hro' the whole have advanced 
nothing but what we Rave the moſt authentick Evi- 


'F - gence and Vouchers Jo ivpport, We have ſtated 
7 . | | 


EY me bigh, for the Sake of Decency ; and then being 
F . deſired to ſtepup a little higher, ſhe did two Steps, 


ſoning her Father. 
a Letter from a Clergyman, preſſing her to confeſs. 


3 


all the Facts in the cleareſt Light we could; and 


have concealed nothing that has come to our 


Knowledge which had the leaſt Tendency to eluci- 
date the Truth. We believe that none who read 
her Trial, but were perſuaded, that the Sentence 
paſſed upon her was moſt agreeable to Juſtice, and 
that the Witneſſes, on whoſe Evidence ſhe was 
convicted, were all very honeſt People, and did 
not {wear againſt her from any View of private Ad- 
vantage to themſelves, or from any Prejudice or 
Reſentment to her, but purely for the Sake of 
Juſtice, and that the Perpetrators of ſo horrid a 
Crime as the Murder of a kind and good Maſter, 
might be brought to condign Puniſhment. No- 
body ever believed that theſe Witneſſes were per- 
jured, or that the Jury, for Want of giving a due 
Attention to the Evidence, gave a haſty or incon- 
ſiderate Verdict, without duly weighing the Proofs 
that were made for her as well as thoſe which were 


againſt her. They were all Gentlemen of good 


Senſe and Probity, and had too great a Regard to 


their Oaths, as well as to the Life of a Subject, to 


give a Verdict contrary to Truth, and their own 
well informed Conſciences. | 


But tho' this be undeniably the Caſe, Miſs, un- 
willing that the World ſhould think her guilty of 


ſo atrocious a Crime as wilfully poiſoning her own, 
Father, a Father who had always expreſſed the 
molt tender Affection for her, and had indulged her, 


in every Thing her Heart could wiſh, except only 


in the Choice of this Villain for a Husband : I ſay, 
being unwilling that her Name ſhould be tranſmitted 


to Poſterity with ſo foul a Blot, has employed too 


much of her Time, ſince her Conviction, in writing 
Letters to be publiſhed, to vrndicate her Innocence, 
at leaſt, as to the Intention, in Regard to her poi- 
This ſhe has done in Anſwer to 


the Truth, as alſo in a Narrative, both before here 
inſerted. Here ſhe confeſſes, that ſhe gave her 


Father the Powders, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting they 
had any poiſonous or hurtful Quality; this is the. 


Subſtance of her whole Defence, and this ſhe has 
averred in the moſt ſolemn Manner, and appeal: to 
the Searcher of all Heats, tor the Truth of what 


the alledges. 8 * 
Now though Charity requires us to judge fa- 


vourably in all doubtful Caſes, yet Charity does not 


forbid us to uſe our Reaſon in deliberating coolly 


upon Facts, or to examine the Morality of human 
Actions, by which only we can judge of the Sin- 
cerity of the Heart; and if we happen to err in 
Judgment, it can only be imputed to the Want of 
clearer Evidence, and not to the Want of Charity 


to the Perſon who is the Object of our Enquiry. 


This being premiſed, give us Leave to obſerve 


on Miſs's Cale as drawn by herſelf, She declares 


ſolemnly, 


tt 4 A. rg — ov, on 


( 17 ) 


n viction? one would"naturally ſuppoſe, that the impor. 


| Lemnly, that ſhe never did deſign to hurt her Fa- 
ther; yet, if the Witneſſes on her Trial ſpoke true 
(and ſhe has not contradicted them) ſhe. gave her 
Father ſome of. thoſe Powders after ſhe ſaw him 
diſorder'd by them; which ſhews, that her Inten- 
tion was not quite ſo innocent as ſhe would have the 
World believe. For when ſhe once ſaw the ill 
Effects of thoſe Powders, ſhe would never have 
adminiſter'd 'em a ſecond Time if ſhe had conſulted 
her Father's Health. 3 
Another Obſervation that ariſes from her Caſe is 
this: Her Father, in his dying Moments, being 
ler ſible that C arſtomm was the orginal Author of all 


this Miſchief to him, defired her to uſe all Means 


in her Power to bring him to Juſtice, which ſhe 
promis'd ſhe would : But how is this Promiſe con- 
filtent with that Action of her's ſoon after her Fa- 
ther's Death, of bringing down all thoſe Letters 
and Papers of Correſpondence that had pals'd be- 
tween Cranſton and her, and burning them in the 
Kitchen Fire, ſaying, when ſhe had ſeen them con- 
ſum'd, row I am pretty eaſy. Yet theſe were the 
only Vouchers and Evidences that. could bring this 
attrocious Villain to Juſtice. ' ah 

When one reflects upon the general Tenagof her 
Conduct during her Acquaintance and Familiarity 
with Captain on 17, We ſhall find many Things 
concurring to believe that ſhe had not that Reve- 
rence for her Father, as her late Profeſhons would 
induce one to think ſhe had. What ſhall we think 
of that Expreſſion of hers, II <ould grudge to 
ſend a Father to Hell for ten Thouſand Pounds ? Or, 


that if Suſannah Gunnell eat any of her Father's Grue! 


it would do fer her. Did not her attempting to 


bribe ſome of her Servants to carry her off, ſhew 


a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt? 


We might add many more Reflections of this 


Kind, which naturally reſult from an attentive Pe- 
ruſal of the Trial, all which would perſuade us of 
ber Guilt, and very little to favour an Opinion of 
her Innocence. 58 

But what was her Behaviour in Priſon after Con- 


* 


to the ſame Exceptions; but we chuſe not to 


tant Concerns of another World, which was now as it 


Soul, that ſhe would not have — any other Ob- 
worthy her Notice. And it mult be acknowledged 
in the main that her Behaviour was ſerious, and be- 


coming one in her Condition; etpecially* When the 


Reverend Gentleman who attended her was preſent ; 


yet it is much ro be doubted, whether ſhe was always 
{incere in her Declarations to him. Can we ſuppoſe - 


ſhe was ſo, when ſhe affirm'd ſhe had ſcen her Mu- 
ther's Apparition, and heard ws Mutick in the 
Night performed, as ſhe ſuppos'd, by inviſible Spirits ? 
Can we imagine that a Woman of her Senſe, could 
entertain Notions ſo univerſally exploded? Or may we 


not rather ſuppoſe that ſhe intended it as a Sample ot 
her Dexterity, in being > 
upon the Underitanding of a learned Divine for a ſerious 


able to impoſe an idle Fiction 
Truth,? 2474 

Wat fhall we ſay to thoſe Reflections ſhe made on 
Miſs Lose Trial (fee p. 11.) Is there much Piety. in 
that Expreſſion of hers, I can't bear <vith theſe over. 
virtuous Nomen] believe if the Devil picks a Bone, it is 
one of theirs ? 1 | 

Another Expreſſion ſhe let fall, ſhews no little Res 


a ſatirical Reflection on the Juſtice of the Nation; Her 
ſaying was, That à Bill cas going to be carried into 
Parliament, for a Law to hong 4ll. the ſenſible womes, 
and let none but Fools live. at other ſtruction 
cah we put upon this, but that her Suftcrings were 


| Conlequalicny of her ſuperior Senſe, and that Fools 


ſentment ro thoſe who had uſed her ſo ill, and ſeemd 


ow the Notice of the Law? Sentiments very unbe- 


coming her unhappy Situation. We might reflect on 


other Particulars of her Behaviour, which are liable 


be co 


ceaſorious, where there is ſome-Ragm for the Exerciſe. 


of Charity. 


To conclude : When we reflect on the Excellence of”. 
her natural Qualities and Endowments, improv'd by the 
belt Education; when we conſider her firm and intrepid”: 


Behaviour at her Trial; her ſteady and uniform Serie - 


ouſnels (except in ſome, few Inſtances) during her Con- 


finement ; and her E in Vindication ot her Iuno- 
at 


cence even to her lateſt Breath at the fatal Tree, alt 
plead ſtrongly in her Favour, and whether really guilty 
or not, mult be lefr only to her ſupreme Judge. 10 
conclude,” ſhe was either the moſt wicked,- or the moſſ 
untortunate of Women; but Pity and Chriſtian Charity 
would incline one to believe the latter. | 


were within View, ſhould ſo wholly have poſſeſs'd her 


F 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


Cbis Day was Publiſhed, | 
| ( Price Six - Pence.) 


T HE Genuine Trial at large of 
; Mary Blandy, Spinſter, for poi- 


5 2 foning her late Father Francs Blandy, 
A a Town-Clerk of Henley upon 


_ Thames, Oxfordſhire, at the Aſſizes 


a Tugaay the 3d of March, 


Sn T0 | 
a. and Sold by R. bes, 


in the Little Old Bath, and the Book - 
tlellers in es | 


- fallers and Pamphle 
and Country. 


f whom may be hed, (both in One 


— Price only Six- Pence, 


The authentick Trials at large of 
obn Swan and Elizabeth Feffryes, 
r the Murder of the late Mr. Foſepb 


Vaff pe, of Waltbamſiow; and of 


Henry Simons, a Poliſh Jew, on an 
Indictment for aſſaulting James. Aſbley, 
of London, Merchant, and putting 
into his Pocket three Pieces of F . 


— the Hon? Mr. Beron 
= the Hon. Mt. Bion Jeppe. 


The Wird Edition, Corrected, er her late Uncle, Mr. 


Gola: ealled Ducats, wich Intent ts 


- ons him, the ſaid James Aſhley, 
with a Robbery. 
Both try'd at the Lent Aſſizes at 


Chelnsford, for the 8 Efex, 


1752, before the Hon, Mr. Juſtice 
Wright, and the Hon, Mr. Juſtica 


| held. at Oxford, for the County of * - 


In the Trial of Spas and 7 H 
Is 1 , by Way of Note, the 
Will of the Decealed Nu * 


. ö 


Lilewiſe the Second Edition Dy ek 


Authentick Memoirs of the Wie- 
ked Life and Tranſactions of Elizas, 
beth Feffryes, Spinſter, who was exe 
cuted on Saturday, March 28, 1752, 
on Epping- Foreff, near Walthamſtow 3 
for being concerned in the Murder of 
Joſeph Feffrges 
With the Particulars ol her 4 — i 
during the Time of her Confinement, 


before her Tryal ; her Confeſſion after 


her Conviction to the two Reverend 
Divines, Mr. Tindall and Mr, Griffiths. 


Alſo a Full Account of the Life, Be- 


haviour, and Confeſſion of ohn 
Swan, who was Executed with her, 
tor committing the ſaid Murder. 


